
        Minutes: ACSG meeting held at Waitrose Meeting Room 30th March 2010
Present: John Plummer; June Hutley; Lloyd Hynes; Tim Norman; Peter Downing; Bob Barton; Chris Yates; Rosemary Park; Christine Upton; John Seamarks; Emma Hildreth (Guest)
Apologies PC Paul Element; Jane Regan
Minutes of 16th February meeting were approved.
Matters arising
Lack of Dog waste bins. The requested additional bins are still awaited.           Action C Beds
Proposed Yellow Line waiting restrictions. No information yet received from Leona Ellis.
20 mph speed limit in Ampthill Town Centre. Since the last meeting Gordon Pearsall had provided a number of documents. A Traffic Order issued by Beds County Council in August 2003 exercising their powers under Section 84 of Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 states that “No person shall drive any motor vehicle at a speed exceeding 20mph on any of the lengths of roads specified in the Schedule to this Order”. It is not clear to ACSG what the original intention was behind the introduction of the 20mph speed restriction or whether the limit is legally enforceable by the police. John Plummer will write to Gordon Pearsall and David Bowie to request clarification at the next Community Safety Forum on 15th June.
Litter on land off Willow Way.
Lloyd Hynes has spoken to Mrs Summerfield who confirmed that she would like the litter removed from around the reservoir on her land close to Willow Way. She would welcome help from ACSG to identify a resource and agreed to access for this activity.     Action ACSG
Exit from Woburn St onto Ampthill By-Pass (A507)

The feasibility study for filter lanes at this junction that is being carried out by Amey at the request of David Bowie is awaited.                                                      Action Amey/D Bowie
ACSG Priorities. 1. Speeding Traffic (Pedestrian Safety and Shared Space)
2. Neighbourhood Policing. 3. Disorderly Conduct. 4. ACSG Pro-activity.                                                     
AOB

Shared Space Status Report.
Chris Yates reported that Ben Hamilton-Bailee had responded to an invitation to visit Ampthill to advise on Shared Space but contrary to his previous understanding, now required a fee. Bob Barton reported that at the 17th March Ampthill Town Council meeting Councillor Gary Summerfield was aware of this and informed the Chair that he would write personally to Ben Hamilton-Bailee requesting him to visit, but explaining that they were unable to pay a fee. John Seamarks will contact Basil Jackson and enquire what information is available from the reported meeting between B.H-B and Central Beds at the end of 2009.                Action JS                                                  
Funding  for ACSG 
Chris Yates reported that he had approached Waitrose who had kindly agreed that ACSG would be one of the three organisations to benefit financially from the Community Matters (green disc public vote) to be held in the Ampthill Branch during April.
Lack of facilities for young peoples’ activities in Ampthill.

The meeting discussed the decision of 17th March that Ampthill Town Council had resolved to meet with The Parkside Hall Project Team to establish a joint venture to plan and deliver a new Parkside Multi-Use Community Hall. It was agreed that John Plummer would write to both parties to endorse the way forward and stress the ACSG view that part of multi purpose function should include facilities specifically for young peoples’ activities.     Action JP
Development on land off Swaffield Close.

It was agreed that any implications for highway safety at the junction with Bedford Street would be discussed when the anticipated planning application is published.
Illegal Parking on pavements. 

It was reported that the police have recently issued parking tickets for vehicles parked on pavements. (Post meeting note: One ticket was issued in Swaffield Close on 31st March).
Worn Markings on mini-roundabouts. This was reported by Chris Yates. JP will raise this at the Annual Town Meeting in the Baptist Church on 19th April.                      Action JP
Street Watch. John Plummer reported that this will take off shortly in Ampthill. He will be visiting Hampshire where this is in place, with Bedfordshire Police on a fact finding mission.

40 mph speed limit between Ampthill and Maulden is now in effect. ACSG would monitor if there was any adverse change to the frequency of traffic incidents on this stretch.
Date of next meeting: Tuesday 18th May 2010 in WAITROSE meeting room at 7pm 
Annual Town Meeting: 19th April. Ampthill Town Council Meeting 21st April 2010
Date of Police Surgery; 20th April 2010 at Waitrose.
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